[bookmark: _Toc166932397]Op-Ed Template

On September 22, 2015, Carol Culleton, Anastasia Kuzyk and Nathalie Warmerdam were murdered by a man with whom they had each been involved. Seven years later, a coroner’s inquest (the CKW Inquest) into their deaths has resulted in 86 recommendations for systemic changes; changes that are desperately needed if we are to save the lives of women and children.
INSERT SOME LOCAL INFORMATION: # OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN YOUR AGENCY SERVES EACH YEAR, ANY RECENT IPV HOMICIDES, ETC. INCLUDE A LINK TO YOUR ORGANIZATION’S WEBSITE

We know from two previous inquests into intimate partner homicides – the 1998 Arlene May inquest and the Gillian Hadley inquest four years later – which resulted in hundreds of recommendations, that governments can be slow to respond. 

We also know that rates of intimate partner violence (IPV), including femicide, rose dramatically in the early months of the pandemic and have not decreased. There’s no time to be slow. That’s why we all need to call on our elected officials to give immediate and careful consideration to these recommendations.

The province initially rejected recommendation one, to declare IPV to be an epidemic, but communities took this recommendation on themselves, with close to 100 municipalities making the declaration for their communities. Recently, in April 2024, the NDP introduced Bill 173, which calls on the government to make the declaration at the provincial level. This Bill has now been sent to the Standing Committee on Justice Policy for further review.

No more review is required. Reports from Ontario’s Domestic Violence Death Review Committee as well as from prior inquests establish beyond a doubt that IPV is an epidemic.

INSERT SOMETHING ELSE LOCAL HERE: “OUR SHELTER SEES FIRSTHAND EVERY DAY THE IMPACT OF INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE ON WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THIS COMMUNITY. WE BELIEVE THESE RECOMMENDATIONS COULD MAKE A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE FOR EVERYONE IN OUR COMMUNITY.”

It has now been two years since the jury returned its verdict and it’s time for real action.  
Call on your MPP and other provincial politicians to re-establish the provincial Roundtable on Violence Against Women, giving it a budget and the authority to oversee implementation of the inquest recommendations.

INSERT INFORMATION ABOUT ANYTHING YOU HAVE ORGANIZED IN YOUR COMMUNITY THAT PEOPLE CAN JOIN IN WITH.

If you don’t know where to start, you can check out this tip sheet for individual advocacy.


